The New England Institute of Art

Audio Recording One (AMT 170)

Summer 2008 Tuesday 4 PM
Studio F & Studio C

Professor: Hendrik Gideonse

Course Description:

This class will be taught as if you are an intern at an audio production house. You will receive assignments that are typical work for interns at professional studios.  As such, you will be treated as if you were an intern and held to the standards of a professional studio.  At a job, when you turn in work late, fail to arrive to work on-time, or turn in sub-standard work you will get fired.  Similarly all of these things are unacceptable in this class.

Recording I is a hands-on lab course for students to develop signal flow and mixing skills. You will use individual workstations to connect signal processors, audio consoles, multi-track linear digital recorders and stereo digital recorders at the component level. Students learn techniques for controlling audio signals and mixing both music and commercial projects. The course is the hands-on companion to Audio Technology II (AMT 150).

If you have an emergency and cannot come to class, you MUST email me to let me know before class starts and make alternative arrangements for turning in your assignments.

Hendrik's Contact information: 


Personal Email (preferred):  hendrikxix@indecentmusic.com

Studio Phone (emergencies):  (781) 396-5585


Website: http://www.indecentmusic.com/school/

Blog: http://www.stuDIY.tv
Keeping in Contact: Each student is required to send an email to the above address so that the instructor can reach you.  Notice of class cancellations, answers to common questions, and all correspondence will happen via email. Without your email address on file, you will not be up-to-date and informed about the class activities.

What you will know when you finish this class:
· Properly wrapping cable

· Component level signal flow through analog audio equipment

· Multi-track mixing skills (Mackie 1604 VLZ, Alesis HD24s)
· The proper care of equipment

· The proper use of compressors and limiters (dbx 1066 )
· The proper use of gates and expanders

· Multi-track recording skills

· Creating headphone mixes

· The use of a patch bay

· CD recorder use with track IDs
· Linear digital multi-track operation (Alesis HD24)

· Parameter programming for multi-effect units 

· The use of aux mixes and inserts

· Proper labeling and presentation of projects

· The language with which to talk about the recording process

CLASS SCHEDULE & CALENDAR
	Lesson
	Date
	Topics

	1. 
	May 13 
	Introduction; Studio Components; Consoles & Signal Flow; The Control Room

	2. 
	May 20 
	History of Multi-Track Recording & Signal Flow

	3. 
	May 27 
	Using a multi-track recorder.  Multi-track signal flow.

	4. 
	June 3 
	Insert Effects: Filters and EQ.  How to shape tone and fix spectral problems.

	5. 
	June 10 
	Insert Effects: Compression, Limiters, Expander/Gates

	6. 
	June 17 
	Aux Effects and Reverb

Midterm Exam Review 

	7. 
	June 24 
	Midterm Exam

	8. 
	July 1 
	Delay, Modulation Effects and making a “dub” mix

	9. 
	July 8 
	8 Track Mixes are due.
8 Track Mix Critique & The Radio Ad

	10. 
	July 15 
	Studio C Introduction: Differences and Similarities

	11. 
	July 22 
	Radio Ads are due.

Studio C: Mixing Strategies & 24 Track Mixing

	12. 
	July 29 
	24 Track Mixing Strategies

	13. 
	August 5 
	24 Track Mixes are due.
Critiquing 24 Track Mixes & Final Exam Review

	14. 
	August 12 - Final Exam 
	Final Exam


Grading Assessment: You will be graded on a combination of hands-on skills, homework and mix projects. The grid represents the weight of each assignment.

Homework: There are 5 small projects that will be given during the first half of the semester. These homework assignments will be graded the class after they’re assigned. If you don't do the homework for this course you cannot pass this class.

Projects: There will be 3 projects assigned. You will be graded on presentation as well as mixing skills. 

	Assignment
	Percentage

	Homework #1
	4%

	Homework #2
	4%

	Homework #3
	4%

	Homework #4
	4%

	Homework #5
	4%

	Hands-on Midterm
	20%

	8 track Mix Project
	13.3%

	Radio Ad Project
	13.3%

	24 track Mix Project
	13.4%

	Hands-on Final
	20%

	Total
	100%


Grading and Standards:

In order to pass this class and move on to the next recording course you must get at least a B- or an 80% for this course.

This chart represents the universal grading policy at The New England Institute of Art. 

Mics:

Occasionally I will bring in microphones common in the industry and explain their features and uses.

In Class Labs:

Since this is a hands-on course, you will have lab assignments to work on during class. There are 8 stations in Studio F, so you will be randomly partnered up with your classmates.  When we move into Studio C we will work in groups of 2 or 3 as well.
Late Assignments: 

All assignments/ projects must be submitted by the due date.  

Late assignments/ projects will be graded down 10 points for each day they are late. 

No assignment will be accepted after one week after its due date.  

Assignments may be turned into my mailbox at the Academic Affairs office.  You must email me to let me know that the assignment is there or I will assume you turned it in the day that I get it.

Text/ Materials

Understanding Audio, Daniel Thompson,

Berklee Press, ISBN 0-634-00959-1

Sound FX, Alex Case
Focal Press, ISBN-10: 0240520327

Attendance:

Any student missing more than 3 classes will fail this course. Students that do not regularly come to class, don’t do the homework assignments or practice regularly in the lab usually fail this course anyway.

Tardiness:


Tardiness is not acceptable.  You may not be admitted to class if you are late.

Reviews for all tests/ quizzes will be given at the beginning of each class. It is imperative that you arrive to class on time. Arriving in class 15 minutes late will result in a ½ attendance. Two ½ absences (tardiness) equal one class absence.

Other Class Policies: 

1. All written assignments must by typed.
2. If you miss a class in the event of an emergency, you will be responsible for communication with your classmates to get the information and/ or assignments you have missed.  

Academic Support/ Learning Disabilities:

Students with known disabilities should contact their instructors as well as the Student Services Office.

Academic Support (tutoring) is provided to any student in need.  Students who feel they are able to assist with tutoring should contact their instructor and/ or the Student Services Office.
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