NEIA || Recording I || Week 5
Week 5 : Insert Effects: Dynamics


We will be going over compression, gates and other equipment that is connected with insert cables. Bring to class a pre-recorded HD24 caddy from studio ops. We will discuss the differences between a series and a parallel connection.  We will go over the functions of compression graphically like you might see in a non-linear recording program (DAW). 

In Class:

1. Listen to compression

2. Explain dynamic range. Is it different for CDs or TV?

3. Explain the function of the 3 knobs every compressor needs (Threshold, Ratio, Makeup Gain)
4. Go over the more advanced functions. (Key and Sidechain, Attack, Release)

5. Should you compress pre or post tracking?

6. Inserting another section. Compression is a dynamics section

7. We will demonstrate the insert cable. Tip send or ring send?

Lab:

1. Using the pre-recorded HD24 bricks.
2. Copying projects to your hard disk from the mix bricks

3. Set some locate points and see if you can use them effectively
4. Labeling the console with tape and a sharpie

5. Compress a track, experiment with the gate.

Homework  #5:


Work with the compression worksheet handed out in class.  Complete the entire worksheet.  This is the best way by far of learning how compression works.
Tips: 



Send = Out of the Mixer, Return = Into the Mixer
Use the Output Gain control on the compressor to test whether signal is passing through.

Patch into the Input and Output of the compressors.  The Send and Return are for the Sidechain Function of the Compressor.  If you can’t hear signal coming back to the board, it’s likely that you reversed the Input and Output or you patched into the Send and Return for the Sidechain.
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